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FORTY-FIYE YEAES UNDER THE FLAG

rig, it was a matter of indifference to the writer which one of the
two fell to his lot, although, in the difficult and arduous service
afterwards which the Essex had to perform* on the Home Sta-
tion, the west coast of Africa, and the South Atlantic stations,
the writer preferred the Essex, with her greater sail power and
ability to keep the sea for longer intervals of time.

In the beginning of the autumn, during the Centennial Ex-
position at Philadelphia, the Essex went into commission. The
order assigning her temporarily to the Home Station, as the
North Atlantic was then known, directed her commanding officer
to touch at Philadelphia, where he arrived October 28th,
to permit the officers and men full opportunity to visit this in-
teresting exhibition en route to Hampton Roads to report for
duty to Bear Admiral S. D. Trenchard, whose flagship was the
historic old Hartford. The Essex arrived at Hampton Roads on
November 28th and found the squadron lying there. The winter
of this year was exceedingly severe, and the harbor was filled
with heavy ice, which the strong tides carried back and forth
at every change, much to the discomfort of necessary communica-
tion daily for fresh provisions, for mail, or to obey signal calls
from the flagship.

Along the Hampton Bar a number of the old monitors in com-
mission were anchored, and these vessels, with their light grap-
pling anchors, were constantly adrift, dragging up and down
among the ships, or, when carried into dangerous proximity to
shoals or shore, had to be rescued by the better-found vessels of
the squadron. Much of this duty fell to the Essex, which was
always ready, but it was wearying duty that kept the officer of
the watch always alert and constantly anxious, lest one of these

* Officers of the Essex:
Commander W. S. Schley, Comdg.
Lt. Comdr., John Schouler, Ex. Off.
Lieut. Asa Walker, Navigator.
Lieut. J. K Cogswell, Watch Officer.
Lieut. C. K. Curtis, Watch Officer.
Master L. P. Jouett, Watch Officer.
Ensign S. C. Lemley, Watch Officer.
Ensign C. B. T. Moore, Watch Officer.
Midshipman, W. H. Allen.
Midshipman, C. L. Brims.

Midshipman, R. Henderson.
Midshipman, W. G. H. Hannum.
Midshipman, T. D.-Griffin.
P. A. Surgeon, A. K. Moore,
P. A. Paymaster, H. T. StancM.
Chief Engineer, P. A. Rearick.
Asst. Engineer, G. B. Ransom.
Boatswain, Francis A. Dran.
Carpenter, W. W. Richardson.
Captain's Clerk, Arthur Schley.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